
CAREER

Th.IsoneLife
byMarialliffe-wood
lnspiredbyF`ilke.§Du/'r)o

Elegles,TrlisoneLife
isaprofoundpoetry
collecticinexploring
life`sdeepestquestiens:
identity,love,freedom,
and faith.Asthepoems
unfold.theyreveal
unexpectedtruths;
notinthewords,butin
theemotienstheystir.
healing.transformation,
personal revelation. For
womendrawntopoetry
thatlingerslongafterthe
finalpage.Asonereader
wrote  Thewoman I got
toknowalittledeeper
wasmyself.'

OneTOManyandcther
exper/'mentsbyshaml
wilson
WinnerottheAI13l
ITKawardforahybrld
collectlon
Shcirflistedforthe
2026Williamsaroyan
lnternationalFTlzefor
Wr,I,n8
0nefoManydelvesinto
relationshipsandtheir
beginnings,middles
and ends. Prose,
poetryandtranslation
hybridiseatunexpected
lntersectlons.
`Addictive.Thebest

kindofexperiment'-
Jencalleia,authorof
Gobllnhood
•Plction at Its most

lnventive' -EI lie Kivlnen,

Writer§'CafeAuckland
PublishedbyAttheBay
I te Kokoru, paperback
availablefromNZ
bookshops.£12.
sharniwilson.com

AbsentLjves
by Flebecca pell§
Ahauntingtaleofthe
rlpplesofwar.Inspiredby
trueevents.
1915  Thelustfan/'a is
su nk, Anita loses her
infantson;fuelledby
vengeance.herhusband
is reported missing
onthebattlefieldsof
France
Scotland 1960  Charles
isgivenamysterious
packagebyhlsdylng
grandfather.which
sparks a search across
timeandcontinentsto
uncoveraburiedfamily
secret. and leads hi in to
awomanwhosestory
wasalmostlosttotime
Avanablefrom
Waterstonesand
Amazon.

7fusfbyJoannaAdam
Doyoubelievethe
personlyingnexttoyou?
Margotandpatrick's
rdattonshiphangsby
athreadofmisplaced
trust.
Afabulousholidayread!
Available in paperback,
ebookandhardbackvia
Amazon.

JEAN a-OWEN  runs
Naked Figleaf press, an

independentpublisher,

and Its im print Figmentum

Books. She also edlts

TheFIglet,acommurrty-
basedliterarymagazine,

andFigmentumFolio,a
digitalliterarymagazine

I n the past she worked in

highereducationasan

academiceclitor,lecturer,

anclcreativefaci1itator

Priortothatshestudied
ComparativeLiterature.

women'swriting,
and Cu ltural Studies,

eventuallycompleting

a PhD.
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Jca. G-Oce-

Wyuenfyne..A
Flechoningofwomen's
Voj'ces by LJean a-owen
Fromduckingstools
tohashtags,women's
defiancehaslongbeen
staged as spectacle
vyl/enfyne(14th-
Century,meaning
'women'spunishment)

answers back as a
hybridofpoetry,prose,
image and her§tory. It
reimaginesthewomen
who said 'no': si lenced
byscold§'bridle§,
stretched on racks,
rewrittenandwritten
c>verbythemalepen.
Lilith,AnneAskew,
Beatricecenci,Molly
Bloom,andmanyothers:
their voices rise in a
reckoningthatresonates
in ou r ti mes.
£10
lsBN978-1-068482809
nakedtigleafpress.com/
wyuenpyne

lTHh?#e.o?t.hT!Jokmeanstwomen's

pu nishment'. Pronounced twiwen pine', it
comesfromthefamousl4th-Centurypoem
P/'ersp/owmanbywilliamLangland.The

i  booktracesthe instrumentsofwomen's
oppressionthroughtheages-including

`  the duckingstool, scold's bridle and
shrew'sfiddle-allthewayswomenwere

i  silenced and held upto ridiculeforbeingtooI   quarrelsome.too loud, too rebellious;who

:   said`no'tothe§tatusquo.
Itaketheobjectsinturnanddevelopa

creative responsetoeach one, which might
I   be a poem, a piece offiction, a scripture,

t   manydifferenttypesofwriting. Each piece
;  ofcreativewritingis accompanied bya

proseessayexplainingitshistoricalcontext.
andaspeciallycommissionedpen-and-
inkillustrationbyKarlWhitmore.inastyle

thatimitatesoldlinocuts.That'soneofhis
illu§trationsonthecover.

The bookwas inspired byan event to
markthemjllenniuminLeominsterin

Herefordshire.whichisthetownwherelgrew
up. For some reason. the priorychurch in the
townkeptanoriginalduckingstoolondisplay
in its northern aisle. This wasthe church I was
christenedin;lgrewupseeingthatstool.As
achild1washauntedbythethoughtofthat
terriblepunishment.

TheLeominsterduckingstoolwa§
allegedlythelaststooleverused-inl809-to
immerseawomancalledJennypipesinthe
fiiverKenwater.Jennyhadcomplainedabout
herhusband'sill-treatmentandherbrother-
in-lawreportedhertothelocalmagistrates.

To mark the millennium, the council

commjssionedanewclockforthetown
square,withaneffigyofJennypipesonthe
clucking stool, which ducks her in time to the
chimingofthehour.Theythoughtitwasjusta
bitoffun.areminderofa`harmlesstradition'

thatwouldattractvisitor§tothetown-which
itdoesofcourse.Butlwassoangrythatl
decidedtowriteaboutit-andthatpieceof
writjnggraduallymorphedovertheyearsinto
the wyuen pyr)e p roject.

ImovedawayfromLeominsteryearsago,
butthenew§ofthatclockbroughtitallback
tome..thehorrorlfeltasachild,andtheway
women are still being silenced and ridiculed
today-hencethesubtitleofthebook.

lt was launched in November 2025,
with a tou r of local bookshops on the Isle of
Wight, where I now live, and on the mainland.
It'salsoavailablefromthewebsiteof my

publishingcompany,andfromAmazon.
Thissummerl'llbeperformingsome

piece§fromthebook,wearinganactual
§cold'sbridleandareplicashrew'sfiddlethat
l'vehadmade,attheventnorFringe,which
isasummerartsfestivalonthelsleofwight,
17-26July.I
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