This One Life

by Marialliffe-Wood
Inspired by Rilke’s Duino
Elegies, This One Life
isaprofound poetry
collectionexploring
life’'s deepest questions:
identity, love, freedom,
andfaith. Asthe poems
unfold, they reveal
unexpectedtruths;
notinthewords, butin
theemotions they stir:
healing, transformation,
personal revelation. For
women drawn to poetry
thatlingers longafterthe
final page. Asonereader
wrote: Thewoman | got
toknowalittle deeper
was myself’

One ToManyand other
experiments by Sharni
Wilson

Winnerofthe ATB /|

ITK award fora hybrid
collection

Shortlisted forthe
2026 William Saroyan
International Prize for
Writing
OnetoManydelvesinto
relationshipsand their
beginnings, middies
andends. Prose,
poetryand translation
hybridise atunexpected
intersections.
‘Addictive. The best
kind ofexperiment’ -
JenCalleja, authorof
Goblinhood
‘Fictionatits most
inventive’-Ellie Kivinen,
Writers’ Café Auckland
Published by Atthe Bay
Ite Kekoru, paperback
availablefromNZ
bookshops. £12.
sharniwilson.com

Absent Lives
byRebeccaPells
Ahaunting tale ofthe
ripples of war. Inspired by
trueevents.

1915.The Lusitaniais
sunk, Anitaloses her
infantson; fuelled by
vengeance, herhusband
isreported missing
onthe battlefields of
France.

Scotland 1960.Charles
isgivenamysterious
package byhisdying
grandfather, which
sparksasearchacross
timeand continentsto
uncoveraburied family
secret,and leads himto
awomanwhose story
wasalmostlosttotime.
Available from
Waterstonesand

Amazon.
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TrustbyJoannaAdam
Doyou believe the
personlying nexttoyou?
Margotand Patrick’s
relationship hangs by
athread of misplaced
trust.

Afabulous holiday read!
Availablein paperback,
ebookand hardbackvia
Amazon.

CAREER

JEAN G-OWEN runs

Naked Figleaf Press, an
independent publisher,
anditsimprint Figmentum
Books. Shealso edits

The Figlet, acommunity-
based literary magazine,
and Figmentum Folio, a
digital literary magazine.
Inthe past she worked in
highereducationasan
academic editor, lecturer,
and creative facilitator.
Prior to thatshe studied
Comparative Literature,
Women's Writing,

and Cultural Studies,
eventually completing
aPhD.

WyuenPyne: A
Reckoning of Women’s
Voices byJean G-Owen
Fromduckingstools
tohashtags, women's
defiance haslongbeen
stagedasspectacle,
Wyuen Pyne(14th-
Century, meaning
‘women's punishment’)
answersbackasa
hybrid of poetry, prose,
imageand herstory. It
reimaginesthewomen
whosaid 'no": silenced
byscolds’ bridles,
stretched onracks,
rewritten and written
over bythe male pen.
Lilith, Anne Askew,
Beatrice Cenci, Molly
Bloom, and manyothers:
theirvoicesriseina
reckoningthatresonates
inourtimes.

£10

ISBN 978-1-068482809
nakedfigleafpress.com/
wyuenpyne

 HOWIDIDIT

Thetitle of the book means ‘women’s
| punishment' Pronounced ‘wivven pine) it
comes fromthe famous 1l4th-Century poem
Piers Plowman by William Langland. The
| booktracestheinstrumentsofwomen's
oppression through the ages - including
the ducking stool, scold’s bridle and
shrew's fiddle - all the ways women were
silencedand held up toridicule for beingtoo
quarrelsome, too loud, too rebellious; who
said ‘no’tothe status quo.
Itake the objectsinturnand developa
| creative response toeach one, which might
| bea poem, apiece of fiction, a scripture,
| manydifferent types of writing. Each piece
of creative writing is accompanied by a
prose essay explainingits historical context,
| and aspeciallycommissioned pen-and-
inkillustration by Karl Whitmore, inastyle
thatimitatesold lino cuts. That'sone of his
' illustrations on the cover.
The bookwas inspired byaneventto
| markthe millenniumin Leominsterin
Herefordshire, whichis the townwhere | grew
| up.Forsomereason,the priorychurchinthe
townkeptanoriginal ducking stool on display
inits northernaisle. Thiswasthe church Iwas
christenedin; | grewup seeingthat stool. As
achild Iwas haunted by the thought of that
terrible punishment.
| The Leominster ducking stool was
| allegedlythe laststool everused - in 1809-to
immerse awoman called Jenny Pipesinthe
River Kenwater. Jenny had complained about
. herhusband'sill-treatmentand her brother-
| in-law reported herto the local magistrates.
Tomarkthe millennium, the council
commissioned anew clock forthe town
square, with an effigy of Jenny Pipes onthe
| duckingstool, which ducks herintimetothe
chimingof the hour. They thoughtitwas justa
| bitoffun,areminderofa‘harmlesstradition’
' thatwould attractvisitors to the town -which
itdoes of course. Butiwas soangrythat|
decided towrite aboutit-and that piece of
writing gradually morphed overthe yearsinto
the Wyuen Pyne project.
‘ I moved away from Leominsteryears ago,
| butthe news of thatclock broughtitall back
tome:the horrorfeltasachild, and the way
women are still being silenced and ridiculed
today - hence the subtitle of the book.
‘ Itwas launched in November 2025,
withatourof local bookshopson the Isle of
| Wight, where | now live, and onthe mainland.
It'salsoavailable fromthe website of my
publishing company, and from Amazon.
This summer I'll be performing some
pieces fromthe book, wearingan actual
scold’s bridle and areplica shrew's fiddle that

| I'vehad made, atthe Ventnor Fringe, which

isasummerarts festivalonthelsle of Wight,
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