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Her&Her

byJane McKears
Herand Herisa powerful
collectionofshort
storiesimaginingthe
private and public lives
of British lesbians from
1952102003. Drawing
onhistorical research
into the social norms,
political movements
and everyday realities of
eachera, thiscollection
captures halfacentury
ofchangethrough
thelensofintimate
relationshipsand quiet
revolutions.
Fromsecret
partnershipsand
‘female husbands’to
Gay Pride marches,
thesestoriesreflectthe
ordinarywomen leading
extraordinary lives.

A Requiem for Biscuit
Town by AmandaWalsh
A Requiem for Biscuit
TownisWalsh'sfirst
collection of poems
about grief, identityand
survival, Told through
thelensofworkingclass
life, itmovesthrough
thestagesofgrief,
shock, denial, anger,
bargaining, depression
andacceptance. It
attemptstocapturethe
essenceofresilience
thatcan be foundin
lives shaped by daily
struggles. The poems
canbereadinanyorder
and like the chaos of
grief, theydon'tjustask
you toreflect butaskyou
tofeel. Available for pre-
saleon Arkbound.

Violins & Spoons

by Catherine Atkinson
Thisintertwined story
explores adoption
and lossthrough

the experiences of
three mothers, one
infertile, onewho
gaveup herchild,and
onewhosesonwas
diagnosedwithcancer.
In 1990, Catherine
began searchingfor
herCanadian birth
mother, stationedin
London during World
war ll. Sheconfronted
many obstaclesand
challengesduring her
emotional, intriguing
journey.

Publisher: UK Book
Publishing
£8.99ISBN978-1-
918077-47-6
Available onlineat
Waterstonesand
Amazon.

The Manin the Middle
bydJulie Lee Williams
Basedontrue
experience, thisbook
pulls backthe curtain
ononefamily's saga.
Spanningthe period
fromwar-torn Europe
andthe 1940s onwards,
itexposes the storyof
twinsisters entangled
inaromantic rivalry,
spurned lovers, self-
doubtandsecond
chances, allagainstthe
shadowy backdrop of
the evangelical religion
and itsjudgements.
Thetwistsandturns of
thisepictaleareones
wecanallrelateto.
Availableon Amazonor
inbock stores.
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Making Lemonade
-AShort Novelby
CanveyWritersisa
poignantexploration of
community, lossandthe
costofsilence.

When fourteen-year-old
Joanne Wilson takes
herown life, itshatters
the local community.
Abeautifullywritten
collaborative novel

by CanveyWriters,
with ALL publisher

and author profitsto
PAPYRUS - Prevention
of YoungSuicide,
whothey've worked
closelywith.Includes
discussion points
aimed atnormalising
conversation around
suicide. Mission:toget
thisinto everyschool
and library.

Available from
bookshopsandonline,
£8.50.

AFlightof Saints

by Elizabeth Braithwaite
Northernitaly, 1179.A
daringconventescape
sends Sister Lucia

and four others racing
acrosstheAlpsforthe
sanctuaryof Hildegard
of Bingen'scommunity.
Atleast, that'sthe wild
hopeofamurderer,
athief, asexaddict,a
stigmatafraud,anda
fan girl. with bounty
huntersontheirtail,
andalame Templar

intow, uncloister-like
behaviourtakes hold as
secrets arespilled, trust
broken,and murder
sanctioned.
Availableon Amazon.

Karen Howard |

Search

The Search, book one of
The Identity Thieves

by Karen Howard
Thetruthcanbe
liberating. Butatwhat
price? Awoman's world
unravelswhenshe
discovers the birth of
atwinshe neverknew
and her parentsare
lyingto her.increasingly
threatened, her search
leads from the Scottish
Highlandstosouthwest
France, via hostile
encountersanda
disturbingchildhood
memaory.

‘Atraumatic topic
handledwith
compassionthough
skilfulwriting. A gripping
story of familyintrigue.
~Tracey Iceton, author.
Cinnamonpress.com,
Waterstones, Amazon
and others.
karen-howard.com

Battles of Axes - All

Wounds are Mothers
by LiJLaZoKni
LiJLaZoKni'sfirstonline
picture chapbook

chez Teesside Women
Poets. LilLa's magic
brutalist style captures
womenintypically
female stress positions
suchasabortion, birth,
breastfeeding, sexual
violence, over-and
under-medicalisation
ofthe female body. Its
stuttering confessionals
harkbacktoaColdWar
youth, queerimmigrant
lifein London'svibrant
feministand gay
scenes, post-squat
communalliving.
Itbreathes surreal,
surmodernintoevery
borrowed breath,
borrowed word.

Quintet

by Hillard Morley
When Queenie gives
birthtoalitter of kittens,
abeguilingtalefull
ofsardonic humour
andcreepingunease
begins.Afableforthe
feral-hearted, this
novellaexplores how
love mutates under
pressure,and whatit
meanstocare forour
creations, evenwhen
theydon'tresemble us.
Partsuburban parable,
part gothic allegory,
Quintetisasearing
study of parenthood,
shimmeringwith
tension, which
reviewers have called
‘wonderous’, ‘'exquisite’
and ‘refined’.
nakedfigleafpress.com/
figmentum/quintet
ISBN978-1-068482847

Godless Cosmologies
by Christy Theodoulou
Thisisagothic, literary
fantasywhich follows
anasylum patientfacing
oneoflife’s greatest
paradoxes: tocureone’s
mind through love, one
mayjusthavetoloseit.
When young Peararrives
atKopolka'sasylum
following his mother's
death, heissummoned
toamidnight
rendezvouswhere he
meets theenigmatic
Mystery. Butbefore
longthelines between
realityand fancybeginto
shake. The questionis:
willheletthem crumble?




